
leaders, family members, and folks in the pews as to who 
among those in their midst seem 
like they are called by God to 
serve Him as priests and 
consecrated persons. The 
discernment of any vocation is 
not exclusive, but ought to 
involve the church community as 
well. It is everyone’s business to 
help each other know and live out 
their vocation. Our hope is to help 
one another deepen our 
relationship with God so that 
someday we can be with Him and all the saints in Heaven.  
 

On Called by Name Sunday, February 16, clergy at 
Masses will be talking about vocation discernment and 
will ask parishioners to observe and pray about who in 
their parish community might have a calling from God to 
be a priest or sister. A form is included in this bulletin 
insert which parishioners can complete. The following 
Sunday, February 23, these forms will be collected and the 
recommendations forwarded to the Vocations Office.  
 

What happens next is all in God's time, not ours, as He 
calls His laborers. Some will answer, some will defer, 
others will decline. We remind one and all that a nudge 
from a friend or family member can help a person hear 
God's whisper within the noise of life; we also hope that 
our parish families will embrace the possibility that their 
child or loved one may have a religious vocation, and will 
remain open to God's Love as they prayerfully discern. 
Thank you for your help in discerning with the Church!  

As social beings, it is natural for us to ask one another 
for advice when making important life choices so that 
we can make the best decision that we can. For 
example, when we are thinking of what career path to 
take, or where to live and work, we usually don’t make 
those decisions alone. We find it helpful to hear from 
others who know us well and who see characteristics in 
us that we ourselves may not know. Their guidance can 
be invaluable in shaping our future path. 
 

We can say the same about the decision to pursue a 
vocation to the priesthood or religious life. Part of the 
discernment process can be facilitated by the 
encouragement of others. Many times, men and 
women who are considering a vocation to the 
priesthood or religious life are hesitant to tell anyone 
else, or may be concerned about what others might say. 
Sometimes, a man or woman may not even realize that 
he or she has traits that may make him or her a good 
priest or religious sister. 
 

This is where “Called by 
Name” comes in. “Called by 
Name” is designed to 
promote input which can go 
a long way toward helping 
the Vocations Office identify 
men and women who may 
have a calling to these 
vocations. At the core of 
“Called by Name” is the 
prayerful discernment by 
clergy, parish and school 

Diocese of Davenport       Office of Vocations 

Holy Spirit, come 
and open my eyes 
that I may be 
inspired to seek out 
those whom the 
Father wishes to 
serve Him as 
ministers of his grace 
and love.  Amen. 

It’s not your job to 
discern whether or 
not Pat or Tom 
s h o u l d  g o  t o 
seminary. That’s for 
the Holy Spirit, the 
Bishop, and the 
vocation director, but 
invite! —Rose Sullivan 

Visit www.davenportvocations.org for more resources!  



As a body of baptized believers, we are 
called to support one another so that we can 
all know and fulfill our God-given vocation, 
whether it be to married life, priesthood, 
diaconate, single life, or consecrated 
(religious) life. 
 
Imagine a Church where we have holy 
priests, zealous deacons, faithful married 
couples, joyful religious sisters and 
brothers, and generous single persons. 
Indeed, this would be a foretaste of our 
faith’s goal, which is Heaven! 
 
Hence, it is our business to invite those who 
have not yet discovered their vocation to 
consider what God’s call for them may be. 
Most are called to married life, but certainly 
some are called to priesthood and religious 
life. 
 
The best way to hear God’s voice is through 
prayer, and it is important to encourage that 
personal conversation with God as the main 
dynamic for someone who is in 
discernment. 
 
At the same time, we too, must be 
immersed in prayer so that we can be 
illuminated by the Holy Spirit to lend our 
voice to God and be instruments of God’s 
call to somebody whom we perceive to 
have qualities that may allow him or her to 
thrive as a priest or sister.  
 
Is there a woman or man whom you’ve 
noticed to have a great love for the 
Eucharist, who is regularly at Mass and 
participates as a lector, sacristan, or 
musician? 

Or maybe there is someone whom you 
see praying fervently at Adoration many 
times during the week? How about that 
volunteer who enjoys serving at a soup 
kitchen or homeless shelter? Or that kid 
who eagerly answers questions about 
Bible trivia? 
 
More specifically, regarding priesthood, 
ask yourself, “What characteristics 
would I like to see in my parish priest?” 
If you see those in some men in your 
parish, then maybe you can pass their 
names along to “Called by Name”, or 
even talk to them and say, “I have 
noticed these qualities in you. Have you 
ever thought about the seminary?” 
 
Some signs may be less obvious and 
known only by those who have a closer 
relationship to the person. For example, 
you may know a man who patiently 
cares for his younger sibling with a 
chronic condition, or a woman who 
enjoys sending care packages to those in 
need. They may have a calling to 
dedicate their whole lives in service to 
God and others, and your invitation 
might just help them know that! 
 
Many priests say that one of the most 
influential factors that helped them make 
their decision to enter seminary was the 
encouragement of someone else, be it a 
friend, a fellow parishioner, or a family 
member. It is a privilege and 
responsibility of all Catholics to identify 
and support those being called to serve 
the Lord.  



When I was in high school, I 
received a letter from my Bishop 
encouraging me to give careful and 
prayerful consideration to the 
possibility that I might have a 
vocation to the priesthood. I 
didn’t think much of it then, but 
after a few years, as I became more 
serious in my discernment, I 
remembered that letter. I brought 

it out and read it again, and then it made more sense. I 
realized that God had placed other people along the way 
to help me know His will and I became even more 
appreciative of God’s great wisdom.  

It is my hope that “Called by Name” will touch the 
hearts of men and women in our diocese who might be 
called to the priesthood or religious life so that they may 
receive inspiration to persevere in their calling. I also 
hope that this program will remind all of us that we 
need to support one another’s vocation so that the 
Catholic faith may flourish in Southeast Iowa.  
– Bishop Thomas R. Zinkula 

Diocese of Davenport 

Called By Name 
 
After prayerful consideration, I believe the following person 
may have a calling to the priesthood or religious life.  
 
_______________________________________________    
Name of candidate          Approx. Age 
 
_______________________________________________    
Address – if known – Physical or email 
 
_______________________________________________    
Phone-if known, or Parent’s Name 
 
_______________________________________________    
Nominator’s Name and contact (optional) 
 

 
Why I think this person may be called by Jesus: 
 
_______________________________________________    
 
_______________________________________________    
 
_______________________________________________    
 
_______________________________________________    
 
_______________________________________________    

Prayer is the single most important thing anyone can do for 
vocations. Prayer is the single most important thing anyone 

can do to get yourself to heaven. So prayer, that’s one thing I 
want to make sure you remember! 
 

What are some opportunities for prayer? If you’re on your 

way to work and you normally listen to the radio, turn the 
radio off and offer that time to God and pray a rosary. Or 
maybe in the afternoon at work, if you have an hour for 

lunch, maybe you take 45 minutes for lunch and give 15 
minutes to God. 
 

In 2008, Pope Benedict met with US bishops, and one of his 

comments regarding vocations programs was: “They’re 
great, but if you do not teach young people to hear the voice 
of God, you’re nowhere. If we do not teach young people 

how to pray, they will never hear the voice of God.” And so 
what is prayer? Prayer is a relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Everyone is already in a relationship with Jesus Christ and 

prayer draws them into a relationship that’s even deeper. 
Prayer allows one to be ready to receive from God. 
 

None of us have any real control over vocations, whether it 

be in your diocese or in the greater church. It all comes from 

God. We are instruments of the Lord, but it all comes 
from God. There’s not a plan or a program that you’re going 

to be able to come up with that suddenly is going to reinvent 
vocations. It comes from God. 
 

If you ask most people in the pew, they more than likely will 

understand “vocation” to mean priesthood or religious life. 
However, we all have our baptismal vocation, right? Our 
baptismal call to holiness. Aside from that, God has called 

each and every one of you to a specific vocation. And why is 
that important? What difference does it make, if you’re a 
priest or a religious or a married man or woman? Eventually 

you’ll fall in one of those slots. So you can say, “my 
vocation on earth was______.” Your easiest way to heaven 

is not just your choice, but saying yes to God in the 

vocation that he has called you to. 
 

So why do you need to support someone else’s vocation? It’s 
because their vocation is going to help your own vocation. 
Their vocation is going to help you deepen your relationship 

with Jesus Christ. We’re all in this together. Jesus sent them 
out two by two, nowhere in scripture did he send them out 
one by one. He sent them out two by two, together. So we 

need to be supporting each other’s vocation. 

Advice from Rose 
Mrs. Rose Sullivan is the Executive Director of the National 
Conference of Diocesan Vocation Directors (NCDVD), a 
consultant for the American bishops, and a mom of a recently 
ordained priest. She was in Iowa City last December and shared 
some tips on how to promote vocations discernment. Here are 
some excerpts from her presentations: 
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